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1. Subject was Interviewed by a aeaber of the SUABOVEs on 
23 January 1965, Subject was approached by the SHABOVEs on the 
grrounds that they were Interested in the activities of the Estonians 
who accompanied a delegation of Soviet tourists to Canada In 
September 1964. 

<' 2. Subject appeared most cooperative. He was aware of the 

visit of the Soviet group and advised the SKABOTEs that the 
' delegation incited a group of Estonian writers headed by .Rudolph; 
lonhannovich Slii^GE, the Secretary, of the Estonian S.S.R. Writer 's 
Union and a holder of the Order of Lenin. According to S(H}Ject, 
SIRGE held a secret meeting with 8 Toronto writers of Estonian 
origin during his visit. This secret meeting has succeeded in 
dividing the Estonian community in Toronto. The pro-SIRGE group 
among the eight writers has fostered the idea of Estonians In 
Canada visiting the home country and possibly repatriating. Subject 
claimed that he did not attend the secret meeting but beard of it 
by word of mouth and as a result he had written a leaflet question- 
ing the right of Toronto Estonians to hold private conversations 
with Communist writers from Estonia. In recounting this Incident, 
Subject stated that he had assumed that the SHABOVEs were aware 
of the meeting. Subject stated that he wanted to make it clear 
that there were no Communists among the group of eight Toronto 
Estonians who met with SIRGE. He described these people as 
liberal dupes of the Communist plan for peaceful co-existence, 
'lS'a"‘aftlO TKhf hb would cai^aT^ to ensure" that ^mllar meeting 
did not take place In the future. 

3. The Estonian Nationalist publication UEIE ELU (Our Life) 
published the following two accounts of the SIRGE meeting with 
the writers from Toronto: 

A. Heading in English - The R. Slrge Incident 

Subject - Meeting with the Estonian Red-writer 
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Tbat 6. Slrge has accoaplisbed his mission, vhst 
bis report to bla superiors will be, Is of no Interest 
to us, but, what the Estonian people will hear In - 

interviews over the radio and television - that should 
concern us. They will hear that the Estonian refugees 
do not resist Communisn any longer, that no help can- be 
expected from abroad ~ this is the service, that a group 
of politically naive persons has done. 

I 

But, there la also the question of trust against 
our leading personalities and our wish to break down the 
"Iron Curtain". We will not polemize about this at present. 

We know from Sweden, that this Is the usual way to 
contact refugees: a letter or a parcel is delivered, 
old aqualntances renewed and clever propaganda used to 
disrupt the unity of the refugee society and the organizations. 

R. Slrge 's intentions were the same - to make contacts, 
to break up bur unity and undermine the trust against our 
leaders. This he has accomplished already. 

We. have to state the fact, that though R. Slrge 
succeeded in making contacts, be met the "wrong" people. 

We have no reason to mistrust these persons, because 
they have accepted the invitation. It is a good lesson 
lor the future, that such invitations should be. rejected. 

Let’s forget the incident lor the present. 

B. -Heading In English •> K. Eerme Resigned from the. 

Executive of the Sstphlan 
National Foreign Campaign 
Council. 

Subject - The R. Slrge Incident 

R. Slrge, a writer from Soviet Estonia, came to 
Canada as a member of a delegation from Russia, wnlch 
was invited by the Canadian-Soviet Union Friendship 
organization. A meeting was arranged betwe.9n blm and 
a group of Estonian writers in Canada. The Meeting 
took place in the apartment of Karl Eerme; present were 
also Salme Ekbaum, Bannes Oja, Magda Plhla and Arvo £. 

Naelapea, all of Toronto. 

R. Slrge arrived in Toronto as a member of a group 
of 11 on Septei^or 19. Next day he called on an Estonian 
writer and brought the person a parcel and a lette;r from 
a sister in Esbnla. R. Slrge wished to meet Estonian 
writers in Toronto, The president of the Worldwide 
Estonian Literary Association H.. Oja and K.. Eerme were 
contacted. Invited were also writers S. Ekbaum and M. 

Phlla and the representative of the periodlical”Vaba 
Eestl’’. The meeting was in camera, the public was not. 
informed, nor the Estonian National Foreign Campalgh 
Coimcll, of which K. Eerme .was a member. Despite this, 
the news spread r'"-'idly In Toronto. The Estohlah National. 
Foreign Campaign c-.>uncil called a . meeting and 'afterwards 
mads the following statement to the newspaper "Mele Elu": 

The Estonian National Foreign Campaign Council 
after hearing the report by K. Eerme about the meeting 
with R. Slrge, declares ,. that such a meeting with a 
representative of hostile power was a mistake, contrary 
to the. principles of the Council and therefore con- 
demnable. K Eerae agreed , to . have made a mistake and 
asked for his resignation, which was granted. 
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4. The SMABOVEs had previously been advised of this 
meeting by another source. Acdording to the SMABOVE source, 

[~ _ [ in speaking privately to one of the eight writers, . 

stated that ninety percent of the Estonian population, especially 
the Estonian youth, are against the Communist regime. SIEGE 
said that he feared that the youth of Estonia would create some 
trouble in the near future, the writer to whom SIEGE offered thes* 
views attempted to get SIEGE to express them in front of the grom 
but w^s unsuccessful. 

. \ 1 ' ' 

Following the discussion of the visiting Estonians, an 
V'y attempt was made by the SMABOVE interviewings of fleer to discuss 
-Subject's impending law suit against Yuri EAUS. Subject stated 
that at one time he and RAGS were friendly and shared similar 
vlewL;. However, during a visit to Baltimore a couple of years 
ago, Subject met with RAUS and the relations between the two 
were normal. During their discussion RAUS received a telephone 
call end he immediately changed his attitude toward Subject. 

In sub'^qu^t speaking engagements, RAUS compared Subject to 
.-;^^\Arthur‘5%AJiB(N , the ^Russian spy and claimed that there were close 
\arallel^ between' the accounts of their lives. Subject, in fact, 
agreed thlit there were similarities and that he and HAMAN were , 
approximately the same age at the start of the war with the 
Russians and the later invasion by the Germans. They both 
engaged in underground ac tiv ities against the Communists but 
were not known to each “other. They were both arrested by . t he 
N. K. V.D .^y>nd it is there that the similarity ends according to . 
Subject.'' Subject stated that he cannot say how the Russians 
succeeded in making an agent out of HAMAN. Subject stated that 
they tortured him and applied electric rods to his reproductive 
organs but that in spite of this he did not break down. The 
purpose of the torture was to elicit facts about the underground 
and cot to induce co-operation and that he was not asked to 
cooperate by the Russiajis. , ^ 

1ect d^scrib^F^ l^lgJ ^ au wfl^oyee of ^PVOli^ 'Vnd 
said that he once t hough RMT^ was employed by KUBARK. He 

expressed the opinion that RAUS was part of a Sov iet ponwalrnry 
to nullify the efforts of the anti-Communist Estonians . He 
appeared determined to pursue his legal action against RAUS. 



, . , . lea to pursue his legal actl 

He \n g_ Cl \ c.r i'c. g c; t S< 

7. Subject owns his own home in T^onto and he gave no 
indication that he is planning to leave the country. The 
SMARO\'Es note that it is difficult to establish a source clpse . 
to Subject as his employers and all of his friends and 'associates 
are closely connected with the Estonian emigrees. The SMABOVEs 
Intend to maintain a casual personal contact with Subject and 
have alerted other sources so that they will be advised should 
he attempt to leave the country. 
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